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Sample outline for a thesis dissertation, complete with detailed explanations of each 

section and what to include: 

 

Title Page 

• Content: The title of your dissertation, your full name, your academic institution, 

the degree program, the date of submission, and any other institutional 

requirements. 

• Explanation: Ensure the title reflects the research topic and methodology while 

being concise and specific. 

 

Abstract 

• Content: A concise summary (250-350 words) of the dissertation, including:  

o Research problem 

o Objectives 

o Methods 

o Key findings 

https://www.youtube.com/@mobilebibleschoolinc/playlists


o Conclusions 

• Explanation: The abstract should give readers a quick overview of your research 

and entice them to read the full dissertation. 

 

Acknowledgments 

• Content: A brief section where you thank advisors, committee members, 

colleagues, and anyone who contributed to your research. 

• Explanation: This is optional but customary. Express gratitude succinctly and 

professionally. 

 

Table of Contents 

• Content: A detailed list of chapters, sections, and subsections with corresponding 

page numbers. 

• Explanation: This helps readers navigate the document easily. Use automated 

tools to format this if possible. 

 

List of Figures and Tables (if applicable) 

• Content: A list of all visual elements (figures, graphs, charts, tables) with their 

titles and page numbers. 

• Explanation: This is essential for research-heavy dissertations with a lot of data 

visualization. 

 

List of Abbreviations (if applicable) 

• Content: Definitions for all abbreviations used in the dissertation. 

• Explanation: This ensures clarity, especially in technical fields with industry-

specific jargon. 

 

 



Chapter 1: Introduction 

• Content:  

o Background of the Study 

o Problem Statement 

o Research Questions or Hypotheses 

o Objectives 

o Significance of the Study 

o Scope and Delimitations 

• Explanation: This chapter sets the stage for your research. Clearly articulate what 

you are studying, why it is important, and what you hope to achieve. 

 

Chapter 2: Literature Review 

• Content:  

o Overview of Existing Research 

o Theoretical Framework 

o Research Gaps 

o Relevance to Your Study 

• Explanation: Analyze and critique existing literature to identify gaps your research 

addresses. Use this section to justify your research's originality and importance. 

 

Chapter 3: Methodology 

• Content:  

o Research Design (e.g., qualitative, quantitative, mixed methods) 

o Data Collection Methods 

o Data Analysis Techniques 

o Ethical Considerations 



o Limitations 

• Explanation: Provide a detailed plan of how you conducted your research. This 

chapter must be replicable and transparent. 

 

Chapter 4: Results 

• Content:  

o Presentation of Findings (use charts, graphs, and tables as needed) 

o Description of Patterns or Trends 

o Statistical Analysis (if applicable) 

• Explanation: Report the data without interpreting it. Focus on clarity and 

accuracy. 

 

Chapter 5: Discussion 

• Content:  

o Interpretation of Results 

o Comparison with Existing Literature 

o Implications of Findings 

o Limitations of the Study 

• Explanation: Explain what your results mean and how they contribute to the 

field. Discuss any unexpected findings and acknowledge limitations. 

 

Chapter 6: Conclusion and Recommendations 

• Content:  

o Summary of Key Findings 

o Implications for Practice, Policy, or Future Research 

o Final Thoughts 



• Explanation: Wrap up the dissertation by summarizing its contributions and 

suggesting actionable recommendations or future research avenues. 

 

References 

• Content: A comprehensive list of all sources cited in the dissertation, formatted 

according to the required style (e.g., APA, MLA, Chicago). 

• Explanation: Ensure all references are accurate and complete. This section 

demonstrates the academic rigor of your work. 

 

Appendices (if applicable) 

• Content:  

o Supplementary Materials (e.g., raw data, survey instruments, interview 

transcripts) 

o Consent Forms 

o Additional Figures or Tables 

• Explanation: Include materials that support the dissertation but are too detailed 

or bulky for the main body. 

 

Glossary (if applicable) 

• Content: Definitions of technical terms or concepts used in the dissertation. 

• Explanation: This section is helpful for interdisciplinary research or highly 

technical topics. 

 

General Tips for Writing Each Section: 

1. Be clear and concise: Avoid unnecessary jargon and focus on clarity. 

2. Follow guidelines: Adhere to your institution’s specific formatting and submission 

requirements. 



3. Review extensively: Each section should be proofread and reviewed for 

coherence and accuracy. 

4. Seek feedback: Share drafts with advisors or peers for constructive input. 

 

Would you like help with a specific section or customizing this outline for your area of 

study? 
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